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Paramedic Ken Sexton and 
EMT Donnie Self honored 

with Community Service 
Award for Organizing the 

Boron Senior Center BBQ.
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Christmas arrived early for 140 Head 
Start students enrolled at the Harvey L. 
Hall Child Development Center.  On the 
morning of December 7, Santa visited 
each classroom passing out toys to the 
children and naptime blankets for the 
toddlers.  Accompanying Jolly Ol' St. Nick 

were Siren the Rescue Dog and leadership 
from Hall Ambulance Service, Inc. 

Later that evening, everyone returned 
to provide the students and their families 
with hot cocoa and cookies, fun with Si-
ren the Rescue Dog, and to take pictures 
with Santa on his sleigh following the 

Center's annual Christmas program.
For years, the management staff have 

coordinated a Christmas party for disad-
vantaged  children as their gift to Mr. Hall.  
After his passing, the leadership team 
felt strongly about keeping his legacy of 
care, compassion, and community going 
strong!

Hall was a longtime supporter of all 
CAPK programs but particularly enjoyed 
connecting with the Head Start students 
to whom he often read children’s books.  
In October 2017, CAPK’s Head Start pro-
gram renamed its location on Stine Road 
to the Harvey L. Hall Child Development 
Center in his honor. Q

Bringing Christmas Cheer to the Students at the 
Harvey L. Hall Child Development Center

Santa delivered personalized gifts to each student, while Siren the Rescue Dog (above right) 
received lots of hugs from the children.  That evening, Santa took photos with the students 
and their families (below right).

by: Mark Corum, director of media services
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Ten Hall Ambulance Employees Graduate from 
Bakersfield College Paramedic Program 

A Hall Ambulance Paramedic and 
EMT serving the desert community 
of Boron, were among 33 EMS work-
ers honored by the State of California 
Emergency Medical Services Author-
ity (EMSA) December 5 at the Marine’s 
Memorial Club & Hotel in San Francisco. 

Paramedic Ken Sexton and EMT Don-
nie Self were recognized with a Com-
munity Service Award for spearheading 
what has become an annual tradition—
the Boron Senior Center BBQ.

 “I am deeply touched by the efforts of 
our paramedics and EMTs serving Boron 
and their dedication to this annual event 
which supports this community asset,” 
said Lavonne C. Hall, president, and CEO 
of Hall Ambulance Service, Inc. “Their 
actions further the concept of Care, 
Compassion, and Community that was 
introduced by my late husband, Harvey 

L. Hall, the founder of Hall Ambulance.” 
The relationship between the ambu-

lance crews and the local senior popula-
tion flourished from early on.  The Boron 
Senior Center would invite the crews to 
stop by and enjoy lunch in appreciation 
of the EMS services they provide to the 
community.  In return, the ambulance 
personnel started providing compli-
mentary blood pressure checks during 
the program’s hot lunch meals served 
on Thursdays.  

Wanting to do more, Paramedic Sex-
ton and EMT Self decided to start an 
annual BBQ hosted by the ambulance 
crews assigned to Post 17 in Boron.  
These community servants took it upon 
themselves to plan the event and prepare 
the delicious BBQ, the cost of which was 
covered through donations from the Post 
17 ambulance crews.  

The impact of this community engage-
ment project has been very beneficial for 
all involved. Not only does the Boron 
Senior Center benefit from the annual 
BBQ fundraiser, but the senior citizens 
and the Paramedics and EMTs have also 
developed very strong friendships which 
are mutually beneficial. “We started the 
BBQ for the seniors to give back to them,” 
Sexton said. “They are in their golden 
years and deserve to be respected.”

In addition to the recognition Sexton 
and Self received in San Francisco, Para-
medic Field Supervisors Steve Prater, 
Mike Zapiain, and Scott Morgan; Relief 
Supervisor James Metzger, and EMT 
Manuel Martinez were honored lo-
cally with a Certificate of Commendation 
from the Emergency Medical Services 
Authority for their participation in the 
Boron Senior Center BBQ. Q

Honors at the California EMS Awards
 

by: Mark Corum, director of media services



California State University, 
Bakersfield President Dr. Lyn-
nette Zelezny announced plans 
on January 5 for the Harvey L. 
Hall Family Plaza located on the 
concourse of the Icardo Center.

This project will further en-
hance the campus' aesthetics 
and will provide a more inviting 
gathering place for students 
and Roadrunner fans attending 
Athletics and University events 
at the venue.

The announcement came during half-
time festivities of the Saturday night's 
CSUB men's basketball game that cel-
ebrated the birthday of Bakersfield's 25th 
Mayor and noted California emergency 
medical services pioneer, who passed 

earlier this year from Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
Disease.

A generous, undisclosed gift from the 
Hall Family has made the facilities im-
provement possible; and, the project is 
expected to be completed prior to CSUB 
finalizing its move to the Big West Con-
ference in the summer of 2020. 

The Harvey L. Hall Family Plaza 
will be symbolic of the relationship 
between Hall and the University, 
which dates back to the early 1970s 
when he founded Hall Ambulance 
Service, Inc. and began providing 
standby ambulance service at each of 
the school's home athletic contests. 
That relationship has only deepened 
over the past 47 years.

"Harvey was so passionate about 
CSUB and the educational experi-

ence it provided for the student-athletes 
to succeed," Lavonne C. Hall said of her 
late husband.  "Our family has a lot of 
good memories of attending Roadrunner 
games, and this project will give his name 
a permanent place on the campus."

"Harvey Hall was dedicated to Kern 

CSUB Announces the Harvey L. Hall Family Plaza

President and CEO Lavonne C. Hall joins with California State University, Bakersfield President Dr. Lynnette Zelezny to announce plans for the 
Harvey L. Hall Family Plaza to be constructed on the concourse of the Icardo Center.  
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by: Mark Corum, director of media services, and Isaac Comelli, CSUB Sports Information Director



County, to Bakersfield, and to CSUB," 
said CSU Bakersfield President Lyn-
nette Zelezny.  "He, his wonderful wife, 
Lavonne, and the rest of his family loved 
to support CSUB athletics, so it is only 
fitting that the Hall family will now have 
a permanent tribute at the entrance to the 
Icardo Center.  Their transformational 
gift will enable CSUB to continue to be 
outstanding in service to our faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, and community."

The open space will feature a two-tone 
brick walkway that will be highlighted by 
a bronze Roadrunner monument near 
the south side parking lot.  Park benches, 
trees, and landscape will complete the 
renovation.  Harvey L. Hall Plaza signage 
will be prominently displayed on the 
monument as well as on the exterior of 
the Icardo Room building.

Avid Roadrunner Basketball fans, the 
Hall Family could always be seen court-
side during home games and enjoyed 

traveling to Las Vegas each year for the 
Western Athletic Conference (WAC) 
tournament donning their blue and gold 
apparel, including Hall's custom CSUB 
leather jacket.

"Harvey was good friends with the 
coaches and enjoyed one-on-one time 
with the athletes and having conversa-
tions with them," Hall said.

"I want to thank Lavonne, Amy, and 
the entire Hall family for their trans-
formational gift," said Kenneth "Ziggy" 
Siegfried, Director of Athletics at CSUB. 
"The Harvey L. Hall Family Plaza will be 
an inviting area where memories will be 
made for many years to come. Mayor Hall 
is truly missed by all of us, but his memory 
will live on for many years to come on the 
campus of CSU Bakersfield. It is a great 
time to be a `Runner!"

Hall is credited with playing a key role 
in the athletics department's move from 
NCAA Division II to Division I status, 

which was realized in 2010.  
During Hall Ambulance's 45th anniver-

sary in 2016, Hall and his wife donated 
eight automated external defibrillators 
to CSUB Athletics, one for each of the 
department's eight sports facilities.

His relationship with the University 
and higher education extended beyond 
athletics as evidenced by Hall donating 
his salary as Mayor to award more than 
$250,000 to nearly 300 community col-
lege and CSUB students.

CSUB has recognized Hall's accom-
plishments and impact on the Bakersfield 
community on more than one occasion, 
including the John Brock Community 
Service Award, the President's Award; 
and, in 2017, President Mitchell conferred 
upon Hall an Honorary Degree of Doc-
tor of Humane Letters in recognition of 
his lifetime of selfless service, leadership, 
philanthropy, and distinguished achieve-
ments. Q
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This is our sixth consecutive year of col-
lecting gifts at Christmas for seniors who 
reside in skilled nursing facilities.  Mr. Hall 
always had a passion for helping people in 
our community and that passion was con-
tagious.  Mr. Hall loved to hear year after 
year that we were continuing our tradi-
tion of giving to the seniors.  Although he 
is not here, his passion still rings true for 
all of us; and, we did not think twice about 
continuing this tradition for the seniors.

Every year we start in October or 
November collecting blankets for the se-
niors.  In the beginning years of doing this 
we used to also collect socks and gloves 
but noticed a couple of years ago that the 
seniors really enjoyed the blankets most 
of all.  So, starting last year, we only col-
lected blankets.

We start by setting a goal to provide 
blankets to at least one skilled nursing 
facility.  A flyer was put out to all Hall 
employees letting them know we are 
collecting blankets.  It was apparent that 

Mr. Hall’s spirit was in the air because we 
received more blankets from employees 
this year than ever before.   We were 
overjoyed and more motivated than ever.  
We also collected money by having a yard 
sale.  Most of us donated several items to 

be sold.  With the money from the yard 
sale and donations, we ended up with 
over 150 blankets!  This provided enough 
blankets to give to each senior in two local 
skilled nursing facilities!  Collecting so 
many blankets made us feel really good. 

Our visits to the facilities went really 
well.  One business office lady shared 
that one of the seniors said it was the best 
Christmas present they ever received 
,which was so heartwarming to her.  
Other ladies had similar experiences and 
shared how grateful each and every senior 
was when they received their blanket.

It was bittersweet this year since Mr. 
Hall is no longer here to enjoy our stories 
of our giving experience; however, he 
was in our hearts throughout the whole 
Christmas season.

We want to thank everyone who con-
tributed and donated.  We also want to 
thank the skilled nursing facilities for al-
lowing us to come in and give our gifts. Q

Following their annual Christmas luncheon, the Business Office ladies gathered the blankets to be delivered to residents at two local skilled 
nursing facilities.  

A mountain of donated blankets for the 
Blankets for Seniors Project surrounded the 
Christmas Tree in the Business Office.

Blankets for Seniors Project Warms the  
Heart & Souls of SNF Residents

by: Tracy Burnside, assistant manager, Business Office Division
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Welcome New Employees

Happy Birthday

by: Krystal Mascarinas, human resources assistant

Display Your Company Pride for a Chance to Win!

We're rounding the employee parking lots to see who is proudly displaying their Hall Ambulance 
license plate frame.  If one of these belong to you, bring your registration to Administration and claim 
your prize!  New employees...be sure to request yours from Human Resources! 

A Personnel Note

01/02 Janeece Irving
01/02 Everett Sutton
01/04 Stephen Campbell
01/04 Miguel Desouza
01/04 Alex Montgomery
01/05 Eric Peterson
01/05 Miguel Parra
01/06 Crystal Hunt
01/08 Marsha Farrington
01/08 Fransue Pratt
01/08 Connor Roe
01/09 Alejandra Calderon
01/09 Michael Valdivia
01/10 Sabrina Armstrong

11/27 Luis Hernandez, Paramedic
11/27 Oscar Escobar, EMT
11/27 Jessica Quinones, EMT
11/27 Garrett Kelley, Communications 

Specialist
11/27 Victoria Harrison, 

Communications Specialist
11/27 Vanessa Amador, Supply 

Technician

12/03 Martin Marsman, Paramedic
12/03 Jonathan Vincent, EMT
12/03 Bruce Bunkofske, EMT
12/03 Brian Hernandez, Communications 

Specialist
12/03 Lakia Beard, Communications 

Specialist
01/07 Francisco Ornelas, Maintenance
01/15 Salvador Ramirez, Paramedic

01/14 William Dietz
01/16 Danielle Stemper
01/16 Dennis McGee
01/18 David Thomas
01/18 Ellyse Duke
01/19 Michelle Summers
01/19 Shawn Perryman
01/20 Krystal Barboza
01/20 Darrell Stapley
01/21 Richard Sanchez
01/22 Kevin McClanahan
01/22 John Jimenez
01/23 William Keating
01/26 Patrick Parker

01/29 Jamie Leaf
01/29 Miguel Garcia
01/30 Krystal Mascarinas
02/04 Rudy Soto
02/05 Jason Goin
02/05 Patrick Hoffpauir
02/06 Justin T. Moulton
02/06 Cheyenne Caudillo
02/08 Christian Figueroa
02/11 Cody Lewis
02/11 Jackie Att
02/12 Francisco Ornelas
02/13 Jordyn Kirkingburg
02/13 Robert Warren

02/13 Joanne Buar
02/15 Jonathan Vincent
02/16 Brandon Beeler
02/18 Ryan Strange
02/20 Elliott Smith
02/21 Scott Benskin
02/23 Amybeth Thomas
02/23 Scott Williams
02/25 Yoong Chu
02/26 Jennifer Grizzell
02/26 Jimmy Perez
02/28 Terry Adams
02/28 Angelina Montalvo
02/28 Lupe Agcaoili Jr.
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01/15 Tonet Brown, EMT
01/15 Jesse Gonzales, EMT 
01/15 Michelle Gutierrez, EMT
01/15 Arturo Patino, EMT
01/15 Catherinne Pereira, EMT
01/15 Mallorie Wilson, EMT
02/26 Shaunna Purkey, EMT
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One for the Coach's Dad

In addition to wearing his hat as Ba-
kersfield's 25th Mayor and Founder of 
Hall Ambulance, Harvey L. Hall always 
made time to support his daughter Amy's 
coaching career and her team at Centen-
nial High School.  

Power Forward and Senior Riley 
Doughtery commented how Hall came 
to the games quite often, always wearing 
red and gold.  "He had his own stadium 
chair. I think it read 'Coach's Dad' on the 
back," she said.  "After the game, he would 
always hug Amy and talk to her about 
how the game went."

Doughtery spoke with a smile about 
how cool it was seeing him show up for 
the games.  "Especially because we knew 
with his position as mayor, he had so 
much on his plate.  The fact that he came 
out to a high school basketball game just 
to watch us and support Amy, I thought 
was really cool." 

Several of the players attended the 
Community Celebration Honoring the 
Life of Harvey L. Hall on June 2.  After-
wards, Doughtery began talking with her 
parents and was texting her team mates 
about wanting to do something for Amy.  

"We wanted to do something long-lasting 
that would have to do with basketball be-
cause we knew he loved our team."

They came up with the idea to make-
practice jerseys that would pay tribute to 
Coach Hall's father with an inscription on 
the back that reads, "In loving memory of 
Harvey L. Hall".

Coach Hall was taken back by her 
team's thoughtful gesture. "For the team 
to create those shirts in memory of my 
Dad means so much!  It's hard to even 
put in words.  I am always reminded of 
the impact my father had on people, but 
to see it on a tangible thing is so beautiful."

"I've been a little worried about going 
through the season without my Dad, but 
seeing those shirts before every game re-
minds me that the support from my Dad 
for the team and myself is always there."

She then reflected on how he always 
reminded her that no matter what hap-
pens, her job as a coach is to help make 
the girls good people above all else.  Given 
the kindhearted actions of  her players, it is 
quite obvious that Coach Hall is succeed-
ing in her father's eyes. Q

Centennial High School Golden Hawks' Coach Amy Hall is flanked by her team players wearing 
the practice jerseys they created as a tribute to her Dad.  


